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OBJECTIVES 

This course examines the politics of social provisioning in comparative perspective. Specifically, it will focus on questions such as: when, why, and how do governments enact social policies and engage in reform efforts?  To answer this questions we it will draw on the theoretical literature in political science and policy studies, as well as case studies from around the world. Course readings will examine the policy process in relation to federalism, decentralization/recentralization, political actors and their motivations, and the role of ideas. It will also examine the distinct features of different social policy domains, including education, health, social assistance, and feminist policy, to name a few.  

Políticas sociais em perspectiva comparada

Esse curso tem por objetivo a análise de políticas sociais em perspectiva comparada.  Especificamente, o curso terá como foco questões como: quando, como e porque governos executam programas sociais e reformas dos setores sociais? Para responder as estas questões, o curso irá se apoiar na literatura de ciência política e do campo de políticas públicas, considerando estudos de caso de diversos lugares do mundo.  As leituras do curso abordam o “processo de política pública” em relação a temas como federalismo, descentralização/re-centralização, atores políticos e suas motivações, e o papel das ideias.  Serão também abordadas as características específicas de cada setor, por exemplo educação, saúde, assistência social, e políticas para mulheres. 

Learning Objectives:

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

1) Explain the main currents in theory building exercises in policy studies, including the analytic strengths and weakness of the field.

2) Access the competing approaches scholars have employed to explain policy continuity and change.

3) Explain why place (country, state, or other unit of analysis) and time may be important factors for understanding policy processes and outcomes.

4) Develop a research project to explain the politics of a comparative public policy topic, including a full review of the literature from complementary political science subfields.
TOPICS
1. Introduction to Comparative Public Policy

2. Macro-Historical Approaches

3. Democracy and political competition

4. Institutions and the Role of Federalism

5. Institutions and the Role of Decentralization

6. Local “Good Governance”

7. Federal Recentralization 

8. Ideas and Norms






9. Social Policy Outcomes  (Pension Reform,  Poverty, Health, Education, Gender and Policy/Family Policy)
grading
Class participation.....20%

Analytic Essays ....40%

Research paper and class presentation: 40%

Texts 

Books:

Grindle, Marilee. 2007. Going Local: Decentralization, Democratization, and the Promise of Good Governance. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

Haggard, Stephan and Robert Kaufman. 2008. Development, Democracy, and Welfare States: Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern Europe. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
Huber, Evelyn, and John, Stephens 2012. Democracy and the Left: Social Policy and Inequality in Latin America. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

McGuire, James. 2010. Wealth, Health, and Democracy in East Asia and Latin America. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Sugiyama, Natasha Borges. 2012. Diffusion of Good Government: Social Sector Reforms in Brazil. South Bend: University of Notre Dame Press.

Articles and Book Chapters:

ARRETCHE, Marta. A Democracia, federalismo e centralização no Brasil. Cap. 4. As relações verticais na federação: explorando o problema da descentralização e da autonomia. Rio de Janeiro: Editora FGV; Editora FIOCRUZ, 2012. P. 145-173. 
Baldez, Lisa, and John M. Carey. 2001. Budget Procedures and Fiscal Restraint in Posttransition Chile In Presidents, Parliaments, and Policy, 105-148. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 

BICHIR, Renata Mirandola. Mecanismos federais de coordenação de políticas sociais e capacidades institucionais locais: o caso do Programa Bolsa Família. Tese de doutorado em Ciência Política. IUPERJ, Rio de Janeiro, 2011. Capítulo 1 e Considerações finais. 
Dickovick, J. Tyler. 2007. Municipalization as Central Government Strategy: Center-Regional-Local Politics in Peru, Brazil and South Africa. Publius: The Journal of Federalism 37(1), 1-25.

Eaton, Kent, and J Tyler Dickovick. 2004. The Politics of Re-Centralization in Argentina and Brazil. Latin American Research Review, 39(1), 90-122.

Eaton, Kent. 2012. “Decentralization and Federalism” In Routledge Handbook of Latin American Politics, Peter Kingstone and Deborah Yashar Eds. New York: Routledge.

Escobar-Lemmon, Maria. 2001. Fiscal Decentralization and Federalism in Latin America. Publius: The Journal of Federalism, 31(4), 23-41.

Esping-Anderson, Gøsta. 1990. The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. Cambridge: Oxford University Press. Chapter 1. 9-34. 

Esping-Anderson, Gøsta. 2002. A New Gender Contract In Why We Need a New Welfare State, ed. Gøsta Esping-Anderson, Duncan Gallie, Anton Hemerijck, John Myels. Oxford, Oxford University Press. pp. 68-95. 

Falleti, Tulia. 2005. A Sequential Theory of Decentralization: Latin American Cases in Comparative Perspective. American Political Science Review 99(3): 327-346. 
FARAH, Marta Ferreira Santos (2006). Dissemination of Innovations: Learning from sub-national awards programmes in Brazil. In: UNDESA. Innovations in Governance and Public Administration: replicating what works. 1 ed., New York: United Nations, 2006, v.1, p. 75-84.

FARAH, Marta Ferreira Santos, SPINK, P. (2008). Subnational government innovation in a comparative perspective: Brazil In: BORINS, Sandford (ed.). Innovations in government: research, recognition, and replication. 1 ed. Cambridge; Wasshington, D.C.: Harvard; Brookings Institution Press, v.1, p. 71-92.

FARAH, Marta Ferreira Santos. Gender and public policies. Revista Estudos Feministas, v.1, p.1 - 20, 2006.

FARAH, Marta Ferreira Santos . Políticas públicas e municípios: inovação ou adesão?. In: Lukic, Melina Rocha; Tomazini, Carla. (Org.). As ideias também importam: abordagem cognitiva e políticas públicas no Brasil. 1ed.Curitiba: Juruá Editora, 2013, v. 1, p. 171-193. 

Fenwick, Tracy Beck. 2009. Avoiding Governors: The Success of Bolsa Família. Latin American Research Review 44(1).

Finnemore, Martha. 1993. International Organizations as Teachers of Norms: The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization and Science Policy. International Organization 47(4): 565-597. 

Gibson, Edward L., Ernesto F. Calvo, and Tulia G. Falleti. 2004. Reallocative Federalism: Legislative Overrepresentation and Public Spending in the Western Hemisphere in Federalism and Democracy in Latin America, ed. Edward L. Gibson, 173-196. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Haas, Peter M. 1992. Introduction: Epistemic Communities and international policy coordination. International Organization 46(1): 1-35. 

Haggard, Stephan, and Matthew D. McCubbins. 2001. Political Institutions and the Determinants of Public Policy In Presidents, Parliaments, and Policy, 1-20. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 

Huber, Evelyn and John D. Stephens. 2001. Development and Crisis of the Welfare State: Parties and Policies in Global Markets. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Chapters 1 & 2. 

Hunter, Wendy, and Natasha Borges Sugiyama. 2009. Democracy and Social Policy in Brazil: Advancing Basic Needs, Preserving Privileged Interests. Latin American Politics and Society 51(2). 

Kaufman, Robert R. and Joan M. Nelson. Introduction: The Political Challenges of Social Sector Reform In Crucial Needs Weak Incentives, ed. Robert R Kaufman and Joan M. Nelson, 1-22.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Kingdon, John W. 1999. America the Unusual, New York, Worth. pp. 23-57. 

Madrid, Raúl L. 2005. Ideas, Economic Pressures, and Pension Privatization. Latin American Politics and Society, 47(2): 23-50.

Molyneux, Maxine. 2006. Mothers at the Service of the New Poverty Agenda: Progresa/Oportunidades, Mexico’s Conditional Transfer Programme. Social Policy and Administration, 40(4): 425-449.

Mushaben, Joyce Marie. 2001. Challenging the Maternalist Presumption: The Gender Politics of Welfare Reform in Germany and the United States in Women and Welfare: Theory and Practice in the United States and Europe, ed. Nancy J. Hirschmann and Ulrike Liebert.  Piscataway, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 

Orloff, A.S. 1996. Gender in the Welfare State. Annual Review of Sociology, 22:51-78.

Pal, Leslie A., and R. Kent Weaver. 2003. The Politics of Pain in The Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada, ed. Leslie A. Pal and R. Kent Weaver. 

Pierson, Paul. 2000. Three Worlds of Welfare State Research. Comparative Political Studies 33(6/7): 791-821. 

Pribble, Jennifer, Evelyne Huber, and John D. Stephens. 2009. Politics, Policies, and Poverty in Latin America. Comparative Politics 41(4).  

Rich, Jessica A. J., and Eduardo J. Gómez. 2012. Centralizing Decentralized Governance in Brazil. Publius: The Journal of Federalism. 42(4), 636-661,

Samuels, David J., and Scott Mainwaring. 2004. Strong Federalism, Constraints on the Central Government, and Economic Reform in Brazil in Federalism and Democracy in Latin America, ed. Edward L. Gibson, 85-130. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Samuels, David, and Fernando Abrucio. 2001. The ‘New’ Politics of the Governors: Federalism and the Brazilian Transition to Democracy. Publius: The Journal of Federalism 30(2), 43-61.

Shugart, Matthew Soberg, and Stephan Haggard. 2001. Institutions and Public Policy in Presidential Systems In Presidents, Parliaments, and Policy, 64-104. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 

Soares, Fábio Veras, Rafael Perez Ribas, and Rafael Guerreiro Osório. 2010. Evaluating the Impact of Brazil’s Bolsa Família: Cash Transfer Programs in Comparative Perspective. Latin American Research Review, 45(2) 173-190

Soares, Fábio Veras. 2011. “Brazil’s Bolsa Família: A Review.” Economic and Political Weekly. Volume XLVI, no. 21.
Stone, Deborah. 2005. How Market Ideology Guarantees Racial Inequality In Healthy, Wealthy, and Fair: Health Care and the Good Society, ed. James A. Morone and Lawrence R. Jacobs, 66-89. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Sugiyama, Natasha Borges and Wendy Hunter. 2013. Whither Clientelism: Good Governance and Brazil’s Bolsa Família. Comparative Politics.

Sugiyama, Natasha Borges. 2008. Theories of Diffusion: Social Sector Reform in Brazil. Comparative Political Studies 41(2). 

Tavares de Almeida, Maria Hermínia. 2005. Re-Centralizing the Federation? Revista De Sociologia E Politica, 24, 29-40.

Weaver, R. Kent.2003. Cutting Old Age Pensions in The Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada, ed. Leslie A. Pal and R. Kent Weaver. 

Weyland, Kurt. 2005. Theories of Policy Diffusion: Lessons from Latin American Pension Reform. World Politics 57(2):262-295.  

WILSON, Robert H. … et al… in collaboration with FARAH, Marta Ferreira Santos … et al. Governance in the Americas: Decentralization, Democracy, and Subnational Government in Brazil, Mexico, and the USA. Notre Dame, University of Notre Dame Press, 2008. 
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